
October 8, 2022 
2 Kgs 5:14-17; 2 Tim 2:8-13; Lk 17:11-19 

 Have you ever felt unclean?  Recently I had to handle a very important document.  One 

of the first thought was that I should wash my hands first - wouldn’t want to get any Hershey’s 

kisses stains on it!  Before we eat we often have the sense that we need to clean up, we seem to 

have a sense that we are dirty.  But dirt on our body isn’t the only type of dirt to be cleaned. 

 What I mean is that there are other things that we wish we could wash away.  Maybe 

these are distressing thoughts that we have, maybe they are old memories or hurts.  We wish that 

it was as simple as going to the sink, lathering up, and then it is gone.  The stains of sin also 

effect us.  These things cause us harm in ways that we often don’t realize, and they separate us 

from God - even if we don’t perceive it.   When I experience all of this, where do I turn? 

 This experience of having a stain that I cannot wash off on my own was felt very strongly 

by the lepers in todays scripture readings.  We hear earlier in the story of Naaman: Naaman, the 

army commander of the king of Aram, was highly esteemed and respected by his master, … [b]ut 

valiant as he was, the man was a leper.  All his great accomplishments were overshadowed by 

this problem.  We all know that feeling.  When we have a hard time accepting with gratitude and 

joy the good things around us because of some sort of issue.  The 10 lepers who come to Jesus 

are ritual outcasts, not allowed to touch anyone, can’t go into a person’s house or eat with 

anyone, not able to enter the temple - separated from others, and also placed outside of the direct 

presence of God.  Such is the collective experience of our historical wounds and our sin - we 

become physically, mentally, and spiritually isolated. 

 Both Naaman and the 10 lepers are searching for relief.  Each gets it a little wrong at the 

start, and each gets some things right at the end - but only one of all of them gets it very right.  

We can learn from them.  In the case of Naaman, he was a foreigner who came seeking a healing.   

He had heard that there was a prophet in Israel who could heal him.  He finally gets to this 

prophet who tells him to do something that seems like it won’t work (to go and wash seven times 

in the Jordan river) - he is upset.  He’s already tried washing the stain away (like we may have 

tried to remove the effects of our own issues), he was expecting the prophet to wave his hand and 

by his own power get rid of the problem.  Maybe we too have tried by our own powers to fix 

things then gone to someone and expected that they would be able to use some unseen power to 



fix it.  Maybe this was a doctor or counselor - and despite our wishes - our efforts, and their 

“powers,” failed.  Even if we pray it doesn’t work - but are we approaching God correctly? 

 The lepers come to Jesus, maybe with some of the same thoughts as Naaman.  Jesus had 

a reputation as a folk healer - maybe they saw him as a powerful human (as Naaman saw Elisha), 

and they wanted him to use this power for them.  Jesus, like Elisha, sends the men away with 

instructions to do something that might not seem too important to them.  There was something 

that all these individuals needed to learn - it is God who does the healing and - and often in ways 

we don’t expect.  After Namaan is cured he tries to give gifts to Elisha.  Elisha refuses to accept 

them - his message was that although he was involve, it was God who did the healing.   Jesus 

sends the men to the human priests at the temple who were appointed to certify such a healing 

and restore the individual’s place in the community.  God does the healing while they are on the 

way.  This points to our Sacrament of Reconciliation whereby Jesus does the healing (the 

forgiveness of sins), but the whole process involves the certification by a priest to be fully 

effective.  Yet, there is something more Jesus wants to give us beyond what we are looking for.  

We can forget that the deeper healing that Jesus wants to do is beyond our bodies or minds.  

 The nine lepers who don’t return to thank Jesus were healed were likely reconciled to the 

community by the ministry of the priests, but forget to give thanks to the one who did the 

healing.  One gets it right.  He knows that God healed him, and when he returns to Jesus, Jesus 

says: Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God? … Stand up and go; your faith 

has saved you.  Jesus indicates He is the God who is the source of this healing, and it is in faith 

in doing what Jesus said to do - in following His words to the letter that caused a deeper healing -  

even if it doesn’t seem like it should work, even if it doesn’t bring about the result we wanted in 

the way we wanted - there is another healing.  This same Jesus who forgives our sins does have 

the power to remove all the effects of our sins, all the hurts and pains of the past, all the things 

that we are unable to wash away - but don’t be like Namaan and expect a flashy and immediate 

solution, don’t be like the nine who might not have gotten all they wanted and did not kneel 

before Jesus to receive the ultimate healing.  We must be grateful for any portion of healing we 

receive.  The healing of our body gives us comfort, the healing of our minds gives us peace, but 

the healing of our souls opens us up to the ultimate healing.  Receiving this Eucharist with our 

souls washed clean of serious sin by the Sacrament of Reconciliation brings us a great gift: to be 

with Jesus in a place where we are saved and whole, that’s how to really be cleaned!


